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[ABSTRACT]

The Fluid National Memories of Korea and

Japan
—The Portrayal of Ahn Jung-geun, Ito Hirobumi
(i1 sc) and the Japanese Annexation of Korea
(1945 ~2007) —

Sin, Ju-Back

This paper is a diachronic comparative study of how Korean and Japanese
textbooks have portrayed the period of Ahn Jung-geun’s patriotic deed of
October, 1909and the Japanese invasion of Korea.

The portrayal of Ahn Jung-geun’s patriotic deed changed noticeably in the
Korean textbooks beginning in 1974, and in the Japanese textbooks around
1994. UnderstandingAhn Jung-geun as a nationalist activist and his tactic as a
part of the irregular military movement has become dominant in the narrative.
Moreover, Japanese textbooks no longer attribute Japan’s annexation of Korea
to Ahn Jung-geun’s deed.

However, the history education curricula of the two countries have a shared
responsibility to convey Ahn Jung-geun’s political views more accurately to

their students. They need to move beyond the image of Ahn Jung-geun as
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merely ananti-Japanese militant to introduce the viewpoint that his purpose of
shooting Ito Hirobumi was to establish “Peace in East Asia.”

What he did was a heroic act of self-sacrifice defying imperialism which was
the mobilizing order of the most violent country in the history of mankind. To
evaluate his deed today in terms of violence is to disregard its historical
context. Future studies on Ahn Jung-geun should attempt to illuminate his
contemporary society, international relations, and anti-imperialist movement as

well as universal human values.

[key words]
Memory, Ahn Jung-geun, Ito Hirobumi, history education, history textbook,

education curriculum, government guidelines for teaching, Japan-Korea relations
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